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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

T only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors —Porg, 


——00000— 


FURTHER SPECIAL JURY ABUSES, 


In the case of Mr. Joun Hunt, of the Examiner.. 


ee) Ee 
‘¢ Here point your thunders—here exhaust your.rage!—Porg. 





The Special Jury system has as. meny- faces as the 
many-headed dog of antiquity ; and its mouths open to 
bite every one who comes in iis way. Itisa system to 
which the attention of the legislature must be called, if. 
we wish to preserve the appearance of jury-trial, which 
the special jury board has actually superceded. It is 
throughout a.system of negligence, and violation of the 
law—a series of bad practices founded on long usage, and 
defended with as much pertinacity, as if it were supe- 
rior to all the provisions of the law whieh were intended 
for its regulation. Again we call upon the public, we. 
implore the press, carefully to peruse Mr. Bentham’s 
“ Elements of the Art of Packing,” to see the horrible 
injustice to individuals, and the shameful contempt of the 
law, which are embodied in the operation of this sys- 
tem. Our limits drive us to the particular instance, 
instead of again attacking ihe whole system; but it will! 
he necessary for our readers to be in possession of the. 


whole detail of: the practices, to comprehend a tythe of 
Vor. VI, No. 20 . yen 
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the enormily to which they give rise. “Phere is now ie 
sure and opportunity for an effort by which the press may 
shake off these disgraceful trammels—trammels which’ 
the law does not impose, which the law does not intend ; 
but which are fastened upon tt, indetiance, and violation 
of the law+in contempt of truth and justice. The par? 
of the press which does not exert itse iy will merit eterna} 
execration-—its trading principle on this point ought to be 
sacrificed to its general interests. It is not profit, but 
exintence Which ts at stake. 

Mr. jJolbn fiunt was convicted of what ten special 
jurors, and two tafesmen. called a libel on the House of 
Commons. Of ithat bel our opinion is known. We 
would rather have had the merit of penning the essay in 
whic! it appeared, than the advantage of giving all the 

rerdicts against libellers. that have ever been given ; and 
woah rather share the prison of its author, then the 
dinner which the cuineas of his jurymen would provide 
for them. On an examination o@ the cireumstances, it 
wppears éwo ot the twenty-four special jurymen were 
not summoned’ Now, we dare gs say, in op position to al} 
the judges that live, and all the judges and lawyers that 
have lived, that sueh a circumstance vitiates the panel, 
and nulfilies the whole preceedings—or that tnal by 
special jury is a farce = solely for the benefit of the 
erown! Upon this ground, Mr. Denman moved for a 
new trial, as he ought to do, and his reasoning was 
founded on those rational, and just principles of “equal 
law, and untainted justice, on which it is pretended the 
administration of justice is founded. The first objection 
taken by the Court to the application, was that the 
sher if would be Hable to punishment for the neglect: 
This is nothing to the purpose. He is able to punish- 
ment, according to the faw: but if the usages of the 
pier oh — are paramount to law, and super- 
cede the law, and are to be defended against the Jaw, 
how can the sheriff be reached ? Untortunately too, the 
sheriff, in this case, is a man of straw. The business is: 
notin his hands. He rides about in his gilt — 
and makes a great shew of importance. ” He is called 
sheriff; and those who transact the business are called 
the servants of the sheriff. But let him interfere with 
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‘eit mude of doing what is most ludicrously called Azs 
business, if he dare; and he wilisoon find the secondary 
in the city of London, is in fact, and effect, the FIRST; 
—and that the under sheriff of Middlesex yisa much more 
important personage than his master! This would not 
prevent the sheriff from being proceeded against, it is 
true; but it would protect hira from any punishment, or 
from any punishment commensurate with the injury the 
gractices complained of would oceasion a defendant. 

Mr. Denman contended that when such omissions Were 
discovered, the court ought to seize an opportunity of 
reprobating it; when the papers report Mr. Justice Best 
to have replied—* Yes ;—but the manner of reprobating 
“it!? Why in the name of the Ged of Justice, ought not 
the manner of reprobating an abuse, to be such as would 
remedy the abuse? Of what avail to a defendant, con- 
vieted through the negligence of a sherifl, would it be, 
to have the ‘sheri ff fined, or censured, or imprisoned, 
while he was undergoing a punishment to which he 
ought not ta have been sentenced ! ? ‘The manner of cor- 
recting an abuse is to apply an adequate oe A 
duty had been neglected, which, if performed, might 
have left the defendant in a different situation. The 
manner of reprobating such an abuse, is to give the 
defendant an opportunity of being so placed, as he might 
have been, had there been no neglect! Punish the 
sheritl, if you will, for his negligence ; but justice is:then 
only done to him. You must release the defendant 
from the possii/e consequences of his neglect, or the 
defendant has ao justice afforded. It is of no avail to 
say, he magat have been convicted, had all the jurors 
been summoned. He might noé have been convicted ; 
und it is but mere justice, of the pluinest and commonest 
description, io give him that possiblity of escape, to 
which by the law, b: ¥ as itis, he is evadently entitled, 

Mr. Denman cited some precedents; but for the ve- 
neral law of preecdents we have not the affection of a 

lawyer; and shall pass them over; and vroceed to a re- 
mark of Mr, Justice § — Who Is reporiec w Nave 
said to Pir. Denman.-—* A ceOraings to your doctrine, 
* then, in every action upon civil mght which bas been 
" tried by a special jury, the verdict would be void, if it 
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- could be shown that the JUN had not been regularly 
‘summoned !” ‘To which Mr. Justice Best added- — 
© Aad by conn pur y too, for the law 1 is the same.’ 

flere Mr. Denman is reported as contenting himself 
with insisting that “ unless the most mnplete accuracy 
“in summonins were required , the influence of the 
* erown mieht by possibility, be exerted to prevent in. 
‘dividuals suspected of particular opinions, from per. 


a "form ing those duties which belonged to them as spe- 
ial jueymen!* ife mioht, hewever, have takena 
more solid ground, and beidiy answered in the aftirma- 
“ate —¢ that all verdicts, of either special, or commen 
‘jurors, are void ie faw, where the jurers have not 
‘been reguéarly summoned.” If tins be not the case, 


then the Courtof King’s Beach is sepertor to Ising, Lords, 
and Commons; for if is the wrirrTEN and RECORDE! 
law—as plainly expressed as it is possible for words to 
express a meaning, that “° JURORS OUGHT TO BE DULY 
‘“IMPANELLED AND ee These are not the 
words of a mere cominon statut They are the words 
of the law, emphatically, but neal ‘called the Bint 
or RicuTs:—a law which is considered as one of the 
pillars of our much vaunted constitution—a law, which 
may be said to be a recognition, and recé ipitulation of 
ihe first principles on which the law in detail ought to be 
grounded ; and it is remarkable, that the reference of 
this declaration 1S to the abuses which had prevailed, 
against the intention of the law, in packing illegal juries 
to return unjust verdicts. It is nonsense, as Bentham 
justly observes, in language to declare that ° what ought 
to be done, ought to be done ;” but the meaning is self- 
evident ; if indeed it were necessary, in such a case, to 
stay for a moment to enquire upon the subject. The law 
prescribes a certain course ; and if that course be de- 
parted from, no defendant can legally suffer from such 
departure, unless he consent to meet am circumstances. 
{tis a legal maxim that consent of the parties cures 
allevils: and. if not complained ef, verdicts may be 
thus said to be valid, where the juries have not 
been duly impannelled. But in a cases, where 
the party objects, they are, and ought to be de- 
clared. null and void: or there is an end to all the advan 
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tages of a written code ; and we are left to the caprice of 
individuals who may be our private enemies 3; or who 


may be biassed against principles w efi we have never- 
theles sa li eral ri: mt to maintain. Leon he remedy prep’ sod 
hy the € ‘ourt, of punishing the cause o! f thie i Lyk tic: , and 


suite ‘ring the injustice to continue in n oper ration, seems to 
our unlearned understandings, a most preposterous pro- 
position. Suppose, by the neglect of the Sherifl, we 
were to lose pn estate to which we had an undoubted 
right ; should the parties unjustly gaining the properly 
have it degadly sccured to ink: and our consolation, om 
knowing the fact, be the censvre of the Sheriff; or his 
iinprisonment for a few months, ora fine which would 
be handed over to the Crown tit suppose a man cone 
victed of felony, by any nealect ot the Sheriff, to use its 
mildest name + and the neglect « be discovered before 
the man was executed :-—would it be justice to Aang 
Aim, and remedy the evil, by fining Myr. sheriff forty 
marks! In such an extreme case, no Judge would pro- 
bably take upon himself such a res pousibility ; but is the 
injustice altered, because Mr. Join Hunt only forfeits 
his LIBERTY, and his yRopurRTY, from such vegleci! It 
is with heavy heart, et we are compelled to call this 
British lar: but the rack should not compel us to cone 
fer upon it the title of Barrisu Justice ! 

In the decisien of the Lord Chief Justice, he ts re- 
ported to have said :—-“* Courts are vet to suspect traud, 
‘or misconduct, even in the lowest officer employed nN 
** the administration of justice, witless some qr ound of 
. suspicion be laid be fore them.” Well, and is not 
proof of an illegal negiect, some ground of suspicion 
Whi at ‘stroaver gq) round of suspicion would the Chiet 
Sustice have, than @ vegivct fn obey the las? Is it 
possible to cone eive a case in which the suspicion could 
he create r! The e law is despise vl, contemne 1 and ove 
raged, by such negdect. Is the Court of Aing’s Bench 
(0 protect tts office rs in tke onen violation of the law, 
because that v latvia & ICL fuince to go no harm? For 
this is the plea Set up. lt cannot be dk ied that the. haw 
is violated, by its direction not being c complied witb :-— 
but if 1s sald that °° it 19 not suggested, . that the onmiuss ion 
to summon the two gentlemen arose out of collusion ! 
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What, if it be not suggested? Is ttt the legs jiable te 
suspicion? Had we been defendants in the casé, we 
would certainly have charged collusion; but it was not 
necessary to charge a ccllusion, which must have been 
implied by the fact of the omission. 

What are the facts? There are twenty-four person; 
to be summoned, in a Crown prosecution. Two o° 
these are not summoned! WHY were they not sum- 
moned? Mere negiect it could not have been. It must 
at least have been culpable neglect. The officers are 
sufficiently paid for their duty ; nor are they over-bur- 
thened with it. It is only twenty-four sunimonses that 
are to be served ; and yet fio are neglected! This 
oarelessness is culpable, even if it sprung from negli- 
gence, of which we may hold a different opinion. As 
only ten special jurors attended, it is evident that had 
these two gentlemen been summoned, and attended, they 
would have formed part of the jury; and as there are 
thousands of as good, and wise men, as are to be found in 
this country, that would have given a verdict of not guilty 
in the case ; it is demonstrated that these two gentlemen 
might have acquitted the defendant. One of them might 
have done this; for the law requires the honest conyic- 
tion of tewelie men, to concur in a verdict of guilty ; and 
an accused is safe, if only one of the jury doubt of his 
guilt; for no honest juryman wouid surrender a doubt 
in favour of a defendant. Of this, not merely a possibi- 
lity, but a STRONG PROBABILITY of an acquittal, Mr. 
Hunt was deprived by the neglect of an officer of the 
Court, over whom he had no control, and against whom 
he has no efficient remedy but a new trial, and that he 
has been refused. 

The Chief-Justice is made to add:—‘‘ If we were to 
‘* srant a rule to shew cause, it would be intimating at 
** least a present opimion, that in every case which may 
“ be hereafter tried, by a special jury, the party against 
““ whom the verdiet may pass, if he can shew that the 
“* officer has omitted to summon a single juryman, 
*“‘ may come to this court, and demand a new trial. Such 
“a rule,as it seemstome, would create inconvenience P 
This plea of inconvenience for what amounts in effect to 
A refusal of justice. is 2 W himsical ope! ITs it net saVule 
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to Mr. Hunt—“ now, pray go to prison quietly, like a 
good fellow. There may have been some trifling 
irregularity, but there was no harm intended you, and 
‘it will be very érconvenient to make any further en- 

' cre about it!’ But, mav we ask, to whom would it 

be enconventent 2? Surely not tothe Court. That assem- 

bles to do pustice, whether convenient, or eaiconventent 
io itself} or to any ofher person. It has nothing to do 
with convenience, so far as positive law is concerned. 

Jt may consult the convenience of all parties, if itso 

please, in the mode of administering the law—but with 

convenience it has no farther to de. Better that it were 
occupied for the life of all its judges, in the enquiry inte 

a doubtful point, than that one Englishman should suf- 

fer in his purse, or person, by a wrong decision. New 

Judges could be named to ace selerate other business; but 

there is no remedy for a judicial wrong to an ordinary 

individual. Znconvenrence, indeed! If this is to be the 
measure of law, the whole statute-book is repealed at 
once, Whenever it may be znconrenient to attend to its 
provisions. Noone part of it can be considered more 
sacred than wnother ; and if a court can dispense with 
any of its enactments, it may dispense with them all. If 
it be not imperious te summon the whole of a special 
jury, itis not impericus to summon any—and the whole 
business becomes a farce to the crown—and a fatal trae 
gedy to the defendant. 

Why should the rule not be established, that a breach 
of the law, shall nullify all the proceedings of the suit ? 

Is it too much to expect that an offieer of the Court shall 

do the duty for which he is paid? Is it net a duty more 

incumbent upon the court to see the laws obeyed, which 
it is appointed to administer, than to look about for ex- 
cuses for a violation of those laws, by its officers? To 
lay down a rule that such neglect is immaterial, is to 
ancourage the neglect—is to encourage habitual con- 
tempt on the part of the summoning officer to the enact- 
ments of the legislature. A flaw in the indictment of the 
most trifling nature, is fatal; but the consequence of the 
doctrine that a neglect to summon the jurors is imma-~- 
certal, is to dispense with the trial by jury, as well as to 
violate the law! Two ; pond make aiidavit thatthey 
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were not summoned. Only ten attended ; and the ther 
‘twelve may not have been summoned! To allow of such 
irregularity, is to enable the summoning otlicer to pack 
whom he pleases, by summoning wiom he pleases ; and 
‘thus to perfect, to the prejudice of the defendant, the 
practice of the Master of the Crown Office, by enabling 
the-summoning officer to dispense with those who might 
‘be inserted to save appearances. Mr. Bentham’s book 
will give a dreadful insight into the consequent evils of 
‘this system to the subject, in-cases of libel law ! 

How could Mr. Justice Bailey say, ‘* this was not an 
‘application to the discretion of ‘the court, upon the 
‘“‘ oround that injustice hed been sustained by the de- 
“ fendant:” We have nothing to do with the discretion 
of the court, in such cases. It was an appeal to its 
justice against a positive breach of law, in which we 
‘conceive no discretion could be exercised. The appli- 
cation was probably made in top mild a manner: but it 
did set forth znjustice, as depriving the defendant of a 
legal right, which might have changed ‘the verdict of 
guilty into an acquittal. It Was not for him to swear 
that it would have done so. It was not even necessary 
toshew thatit aight have had that effect: it was enough 
‘to shew a breach of law, and to call for aremedy. Are 
the Jaws of England to depend upon the negligence of a 
messenger of a Sheriff? If so, it may be only necessary te 
bribe the messenger, to obtain a conviction ; and that is-to 
be called trial by a special jury. A special plaque, it will 
prove, if this be law! Mr. Justice Bailey added, as a conse- 
{juence of entertaining such a motion, that “* the crown, in 
‘* case of a verdict of acquittal, would be entitled to the 
** same privilege now claimed by the defendant; and 
‘* defendant, would lose one great bulwark of protection, 
** the immobility of a verdict once given in their favor!” 
If this practice prevail, of omitting any names that may 
be objectionable, there is no fear of the defendant ob- 
‘taining any verdict of acquittal, Let this be admitted 
law; and the summoners may take care the crown shall 
be always safe. But the proposition of the learned judge 
Will not hold good in law. The law says a person shalé 
not be tried twice for the same offence. A defend ant 


has nothing todo with the summoning, [fe supposes 
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every part of the proc eed! Dg Is correct, and going to trial 
upon that supposition, opens his case to the court. To 
subject iim te a second trial, and the remotest chance of 
conviction, for what he has been acquitted, would be 
eross injustice. The case is aateriatly a ifferent , When 
aman who has been found But y DY undue means, dé~ 
mauds the power ef proving that he has iv tad fair 
play. It is the business of the Coane io see the laws 
properly carried into effect. If any irregularity permit 
a guiliy person to escape, it Is the fault of the court; and 
ought not to be remedied by making the same lré= 
gularity the instrument of punisuing an innocent man. 

What does Mr. Justice Bailey mean, by stating fur- 
ther that “in the extreme case of a sheriff saute to 
** summon 23, the court would deal with the sheriff, ‘and 
*¢ such case, en ifs disc retion 1? What has the cor art to 
do witha discretion i in such case, or in the present case ? 
The discretion of Mr. Justice Bailey is to ws as unintel- 
ligible as the é-conventence oi the Locd Chief Justice! 
If the law says 24 should be summoned, it is equally 
broken whether 23, or only one be summoz ned. 


ts 


———- whatever link you strike, 
‘Tenth, or ten thousandth dreaks the chein alike.” 


Negligence will plead as well in ene case, as another ; 
nay, a neglect to summon «a//, would be more easily ac- 
counted fur, than a neglect to summon a part. The bu- 
siness, by possibility, might be altogether forgotten ; but 
it is very difficult to suppose that a part would be neg- 
lected, at a period when the duty must be present to the 
mind, as evidenced to be the case by the portion pér- 
formed. If, then, an omission to summon 23 would have 
been a ground for granting a new trial, an omission to 
summon one furnishes an equal i «round. Here two were 
omitted to be summened ; and the suspicion is stronger 
that these two were designedly omitied, than if 23 had 
been omitted ; tor fro might b be pos aoe pes while it is 
not at all likely, after the reginal packing, thata 
creater number would be 60! 

Mr. Justico Holroyd concurred with his senior bre- 
threa on the bench: but on what grounds is not men- 


tioned. We pass on, therefore to Mir. Justice Best, who 
Vaz. VI, ‘No, 20, 
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took the same ground, upow eyuaily untenable supposi- 
tions. He is reported to say—* the objection went not to 
m _, demand a new trial. but to assert there had as yet been 
‘no trial at all! and upon that principle, an omission 
‘on the part of the sheriff would expuse aman acquitted 
“ of felony or treason to be tried a second time!” Is 
not this an obviously erroneous conclusion? ‘The law 
says, aman acquitted of an offence shall not be tried 
again! But the law does not say a person ence impro- 
perly convicted, and with sufficient reason to set aside 
the verdict, shall not have an opportunity for that pur- 
pose. On the contrary, it says he shall /uve such op- 
portunity. The analogy does not hold, on account of the 
difference between a verdict of ac oquittal and condemna- 
tion. Ifa man, after being convicted of felony, can bring 
proof of his innocence, he does not obtain a new trial, 
because there is nothing io try. He is liberated, and 
the proceedings are legally erased from the memory. As 
before stated, a flaw in the indictment will save hin, if 
guilty ; and any informality will quash the proceedings. 
Nay, ina revenue case, a jury was set aside because a 
special juror’s name was wrong spelt; while here it is 
contended that the neglect to summons the jurors is of 
no detriment to the verdict! If such be law, we must 
endeavour io get it dashed with a little reason, or make 
up our minds to find it only a weapon with which we 
may destroy ourselves, but from which we can experi- 
ence no protection. [t will become the sword on which 
suicide rushes to premature death, rather than the buck- 
ler behind which the innocent may seek for shelter. Mr. 
Justice Best is made to add:—“ The neglect to summon 
‘a juryman afforded no ground for disturbing a ver~ 
“dict ; unless it could be shewn, that out of the neglect 
‘ injustice Aad accrued! and here no such matter was 
* even pretended.” Now we think this can also be 
shewn is an untenable position, either in law, or incom- 
mon sense. It would be as correct to state that a flaw 
in an indictment was not a sufficient reason for quash- 
ine the proceedings. unless it could be shewn that 
injustice had acerued from such flaw! Any attor- 
Hey ’s clerk w ould dau: ote at this as bene ridic ulous 
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The law ordains that indictments shall be clearly, cor- 
rectly, and specifically drawn up; and any flaw in. the 
indictment Is a Areach of the /au:! Here is the injus~ 

tice accruing, and the indictment fails, although the 
crime be positiv e, and the criminal clearly identified. The 
injustice is the breach of the law! than which there can 
be no clearer or greater injustice. This principle of the 
law, is built upon » the fear that injustice mrqas accrue: 
—but the mere breach of any prescribed form is itself 
an act of injustice ; although this has an additionally ag- 
cravated feature ; for the application complatus of @ prac- 
tice which may lead to the worst and most accumulated 
species of injustice-——a sacrifice of the innocent, and the 
total ruin of those who are marked out by power for its 
victims. We again repeat, the special jury system, as 
now administered, is a frightful engine for crushing the 
liberty of the press ; but the principle of taking whom 
it pleases in the first instance, and then omitting 1o sum- 
mon eny of those so taken, will render it a machine of 
unmixed and unalleviated oppression. Mr. John Hunt 
may be the first victim ; butit is easy to see he will not 
be the last. “ The true rule,” said Mr. Justice Best, 

*“ was, had injustice heen done?’ We answer, yes,- if 
a breach of the Jaw be injustice—and if it be not, why 
was the defendant brought to trial for its supposed breach? 
We are compelled to leave the subject, though tt is as in- 
exhaustible, as it is important :—-but we trust every one 
interested in the hberty of the Press, will take it up as 
far as they are able, and never leave the subject until it 
1s forced upon the attention of the legizlature. We sin- 
cerely regret Mr. Bentham’s Treatise was not published 
at the period it was written. Had it been before the 
public so many years, it must have produced an advan- 
tageous effect. There is, however, yet time for an ho- 

nourable, if not a successful defence of the laws of the 
land ag: ainst the * neglect,’ “* discretion,’ or * encon- 
‘“ venwence,” of any one; and we should shew to after 
eves, if we must fall, that— 


qm,, -_ ‘ > — os. & a an . > ‘} yee 
ur virtues Were aot farnieil, wmougs we fei. )’ 
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COMPOSITION OF TUE HOUSE OF COMMONS 


Phe metamorphosis of our old friend Castlereagh, inte 
wreal ford, instead ota lord by courtesy, and the trans: 
for to him of the title of hts father, who was caled the 
Marquis of Londoaderry, has afforded another pretty 
specinien of the c siclaoane of - House of Commons 
Phoagh wrown ieto a read? tore, Castlereagh has not yet 
vrown into an £2 wie lord. He 1 isan frist peer! and 
not being elected one ofthe delegated peers of Ireland, 
he is not enlitied io sit iu the Honse ef Lords. He may 
however sit in the House :of Commons, where his pre- 

‘out business chiefly lies; and his business i is So profila- 
Sie. that if he had to chus-. there is no doubt but he 
would prefer | ie toss of his — either the present, o1 
tue past, to tie less of his seat! As one of the preneipal 
deaders there, his absence was a geeat ‘toss to “ the po- 
litical exchanve 3’ and it was essentiat to the progress 
if Pitsiness, ihat he should be as speedily returned 
to his stall as possible. “To waitdor a counéy return in 
rretincdl, would have consumek more time than rt Was 

VEN EE and reecurse was therefore had to the 

vhof a pocked burvugh. ‘the Marquis of Hert~ 

ford had one, for which wereseated twe gentlemen, who, 
ny courtesy, are caléed representatives for the borough 
of Grforcd in Suffolk, There are sume twenty rowenat 
cters; bul the Siarquis, as pufroa, is ite only actuate 

constiévent! while the law deelaves that zo peer shall 
ieéerpore with any election of a meimver of the House of 
Commons. Ar Dow olas, Wihio Way here be sul) »posed 
playing the part, witieh at a came at whist 1s alled 
“ duipney, accepts the Cuiltern Llundreds to make 
room for this veal player to take up the eards! This 
came Chiltern thuicdreds, is one of the many fictions 
and fedlucres of Taw, with whieh all our institutions 
= UOUE. iit | rs Says, COV © ie Ww he accee nts R place of 
Chiocinent ander the crown shall veeate fis seat in the 
prouse of Cominous, A iock=-pluce is theretore created 


a 4 5 me | i : 
OT LEOSe Wiho Lay ! 


aa" 


~ 


1 ‘ . 
wave Suen reasons for resigning as 
Mir. Leoualas, or any other reasuns; and this awioec ch=place 
it . ; aie , ) +“? } 
cs enllod the Sfoweordefin ofthe Chittern Hiuetreds! Vv 


¥ 
2 


FRE BLACK DWARF. AYO3 


salary of course is ; nominal, and is never paid, because 
the stewardship i is res7gned, as soon as it isaceepted, that 
this gap may always be left open, for those who w and to 
get out, to accommodate those who want to come in! In 
this case Lord Casilercagh, alias the Marquis of London- 
derry, wanted to get in. Mr. Douglas mizht not want 
to cet out ; but it is esteemed a very wnge nfvemantlike 
sort of behav jour, and a breach of honour tor the *¢ dume- 
my” of a borough- -proprietor lo oppose his master. In 
point of honour too, tie “ dremzmy” ousht to have some- 
thing for his chance of winning the g game ; but whether 
this be the case or not we ¢ anol pretend to determine. 
The election and the resig nation take place in the 
public papers? Mr. Douvl:s does nol even wrile 2 
letter to his pre etenied constiluents, to plead ¢fl-heath, 
or want of leisvre, or old age, ov any other reasoa fur. 
getting our. ie Is noLiag to them. 7 Phey are such men 
of straw, that it is not werth his —s lo keep up the 
decency of deitsion. ie has seitied with his sole cirit- 
stituent, the Marquis, and pays no aitention > the sup- 
posed electors, whom perhaps he never san, towhom he 
does not condesc end to say “ good-bye!” The election 
is as deficient of all ceremony! Lord Castlereagh has 
not even issued a common address to the “ aorthy 
etectors !” to: solicit their sufirages, and sence om 
what future G/essinys he means ‘to confer upon then. 
We do not believe his lordship even Ww ent wi to " 
elected, or that he made his bow, witch he can make se 
well, to any one of the sticks, whom he is said, and by 
some simpletons supposed, to rep rescat! fie too seems 
to have arranved matters with the Marquis; and we 
taken his scatas the mock representatiy e of a mo! 
borough, by a mock election, comiucted by mock elec bet, 
at the instigation of a pe er of the realm, whom the i Law 
says shall not interiere with elections, Yet the » peer i 
safe—the representative is sate-—the re turn is safe, su 
valid—and the dae is one of Duke Waterloo’s “ farces 
Sir F. Burdett has presented the following pet tion to 
the honourable house, on this subject, fi ‘on Mr. Mills, 
This gentleman had betore presented a petition, in 
whieh he complained that a large proportion of the mem- 
bers were thus returned : but thet war reiected, because 
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it was called an “ election petit ae whieh should have 
been prese ‘nted v ithin acertain period after the assemnblaye 
of the house. To moot this} poly ut, he has presented this 
petition against ths particu Jar mock- return; In order to 
shew the country the means by which rastibers are 
manufactured, ‘hat their conduct as members may he 
accounted for: and the real obi — to reform clearly 
ee In this case, had Lord Cast tlereagh been 

compeded to prese nt os moeclt to any large und Ne 


'& 


depen dent portion of the community, he had been hissed 


“A 


of the hustings, ell his entrance to the House ef Come 
tt a oe oe 


Mons us € ffectuaily barred, 96 4 its gates had been com- 
posed of solid tdamant, and closed against hia individusl 

strength. Canit be a matter of surprise, that Lurd Castle- 
reagh should be oppos ed to reform which would make 
Ril me, ae cyp her of this great man! Wilkhe vote 
sor a bLeuse of Commons, which would not suffer him tc 
take his seat there, Without © total change oF principles, 
and at the certain loss of ali his emoluments, and in- 
fluence f Sooner would he sign ho own banishment 
frum the realm, than vote for any such reform. Before 
he had taaton the sweets of' official abuses, ihe declared, 

nay Sucre, himself a reformer; but cince his installation 
es the high priest of the system, he has discovered not 
that reform is unnecessary for ihe public Eee but that 
it would be prigeenee to him, who has now an inie- 
rest opposed to the public weal! What vill boone ot 
this pe ition, it is easy to foresee; but it will have the 
goad effect of further exposing the mischiefs af the exiat- 

ing system; and so far prepare the public mind for its 
termination, whether it die a natural death, by graduci 
decay ; or a violent one—by some act of 5: uicide—or 


whether it perish in the disorders to which it may pive 
rise, 


or 


TO YHE HONOURABLE THE COMMONS OF 
GREAT BRIPAIN AND IRELAND, IN) PARLIN 
MENT ASSEMBLED. 


“The humble Petinon of the undersigned, sheweth, that 
your Petitioner is aa English freeliolder, and interested alle 
with the restof Ins fellow subjects, in the maintenance and pre- 
servauou of all those sacred, and inalienable rights and lber- 
lies, wih which ihe. are endowed as free-borp Briton 
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Phat amongst those ri shits, Hy one ts more sacred tuan that 
of PU aFCig iz frou qhuse at nd violation the ofhice of LL episist Ox, 
and Excenditor of the public money. 

“Phat your Petitioner, considering it to be the imperious duty 
of every freehotder to exercise the most Jealous scrutiny into 
the qualification and due election of every member chosen to 
sit in your Honourable Hou e¢, did, abeut twelvenronths since, 
present, through one of his representatives, a Petition to vonr 

Honourable Horse; iv which he stated, that the principal 
cause which has coutributed to hurl this country trom the zemth 
of prosperity and Lappiness, into the guiph of bankrapicy and 
wretchedness, --had heer detacwsveal ly yr raved to be, the ie- 
cal and unconstitutional manner, in which am: ajority ef your 
Honourable House, had ione heen, and sil continues to be, re. 
turned to vour Honourable House, by and through the con- 
cernment and influence of Peers of the Reahn, tn direct. viola- 
tion of the standing orders of your Ffononrable louse ; and 
‘other illicit means. 

“That the consideration of this Petition, after being read, 
was refused, on the grounds that it came under the denomima- 
tion of an Election Petition, aud ought to have been presented 
itl a given time after the election of such members as were 
therein named : whereas it is manifest to the understanding of 
the whole kingdom, that no analogy exists, between @ petition 
charging a great portion of your Honourable House with hav- 
ing been elected contrary to law ; and consequently with having 
usurped a power of voting national taxes, and other enactments, 
abridging the civil liberties of seventeen millions of thew fel- 
low subjects, in violation of law; aud that of an individual 
candidate, or elector, questioning the return of 4 single 
borough, 

“ That with a view, however, to bring this momentous ques- 
flon to an issue, and that the character of your Honourable 
House may henceforth become clearly developed, veur Peti- 
tioner now charges the Marquis of Hertford, with ‘having Ins 
Tuenced the return of, and ‘interfer ed in, the election of the 
right honourable Robert Stewart, Marquis of Londonderry, to 
your Honourable House . in gross contempt and violation of the 
standing orders of your Honourable House, 

And your Petitioner prays that it may be referred to a 
‘ ominittee of privilege >, to Inquire tn ani report itpyOnds the 
same, and that due relet may be granted, 

‘And he will ever pray. 


“JAMES MILLS. 
London, May 5, 132) 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





J.T. 19 inforsned that ** The Defender of the Whiskers” has the 
editor's liberty to grow mustachioes, or whatever else he pleases, 
except impertinent; which of late he has not seemed inclined to be. 
We have no quarrel with mustachioes ; nor do we dishkea man for 
loohing like a soldier, proviced be will behave like one. 

The ** Sham John Bulis” \iave turned out such despicable apes, 
at to make it of little account, whether they reside in Newgate, or 
return to their own dunghiils. They are oniy puppets of amore ma- 
lignant set of wretches, who find their account somewhere in libelling 
her Majesty, azainst whom her enemies have yet some further plot, 
That these despicable curs are protected by some superior authority 
18 evideal, fram the language which they have made use of since the 
comiitial of the Editor to Newgate. If the masters of the equivo- 
cating wretches, Weaver, Arrowsmith, Shackeli, and the self-admit- 
ted liar, Cooper, could be got at, they would be spert worth bunting 
down. The barking of these things is not worth notice. 

CONSPIRATORS AGAINST THE PRess.—The information of “Doug- 
ias of Kelso,” aad others bas been received, and will be embodied 
in the little book. 

Nortivcgpau Peawaxent Funp.—The partienlars of the last 
quarter's receipts and disbursements next week, The Gditor cannot 
refrain from his congratulations at its progressive success. 

Mr. Ilealey’s Address to the Reformers, on bis Liberation, in our, 
next. 

In addition to the loss of his affectionate wile, Mr. Johnson leaves. 
Lincoln Castle under the additional affliction of the loss of his onty 
son! His account with the authors of the Manchester Slaughter 
is indeed heavy. 

The anecdote of the “* Press-gang,”’ appeared in the first volume 
of the Dwarf. 

The Letter of the Two Kee’s was sent to Mr. C. 

Sir Gerarp Noev has written the following letter to the Editor 
of the Stamford News, on the subject of a Permanent Fund, to. 
defend the press against the Bridge-street Conspirators :— 

* Exton- park, Friday, May 4, 1821. 

Str,—T approve of the formation of a defensive snbscription for 
the Liberty of the Press ; and you may put me down 50). donatioa, 
and 2 annual, towards such fund. 

‘* | purpose to leud my aid to the subseription for defending the 
Press, me provided that its direction be under moderate and con- 
stitutional couiionul, aad not to defend obviously bad causes, but 
such as, being defended, will confer real stability to a free Press, in 
amoral and coss?totional view of the subject, and oroduce a sub- 
yect worthy of record wor the future bisiorian. 

** It will be impossible to have permanent funds except upon the 
above priocip's of management and application 

&® Youre, &e, “q, NOEL.” 
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* My Masters of Misrule! I have a crow to pluck with you." 
Qin Peat 


——: ees 


430, But besides education and custom, under another form, 
there is 2 second reason sby men are so degenerous i spirit as 
to vassalice themselves, and megieet the siamtenance of ther 
liberty ; snd that is, t cenerah Ofrlipliga a Ii Ce pravalion Oc 
manvers by luxurious courses, when 4 nation is even swallowed 
up with riot by inxury,; se that being slaves to thetr own busts, 
they become the more casily enslaved into the lusts of another. 
The truth of this may be observed im the variations of the 
sensible of tiberty, that when Brutus and Colatinus had onee 
expelled the ‘Parjuins, the people almost readily jomed vow 


a} 


Roman state, wich im tts primitive imnocence was so 


them as one manin defence of their freedoms; yea, the y wet 
ie . ; . a Le 4 | . ¥ ‘cue a . a ~ 
co zealous of it fer a long tune, thet no relations or consgera- 


fions whatsoever of former merits cowid avail with them to spare 
ry 2 mattc: . ré mnokit és peenne Oban x . c 
those that attempted ought againstit. For, when the sons of 
Brutus were found guilty « = = conspiracy to bring back the 
‘Tarauinian family, they condemned them to death, and their 
awn fatber was as forward as any to bring them to execution. 
So the tamous Maatius fikewise, to whoin Rome owed both 


herself and liberty, being by him preserved against the Gauls 
im the ee itest extremity, was, pot siesta, g, uno a diz- 
covery of nis after intent to surprize their Hberty, thrown head- 
long dink the 1 een ten rock within view of the capitol he had 
so 1 nobly defended. By which actions you may perceive, that 
when Rome was in its pare state, virtue begat a desire 6 Sere 
and this desire begat in them an extraordii ary courage and 


resolution 1 to defend it; whicii wren walked along tinre hat : 
hand together, and were the causes that the first fouaders of 
chaiz treedom had so little Siieuity Mh Maintaining themselves 


agaiost those tivasions which bapy yened afterward by the Far- 
ouins and their ra yal confederates. out in ie ss of time, 
when the Romans had Jost that ancieu t\ irtue, which purchased. 


their liberty and arm en} pire over th e worid, Deine s OF Ped ED 
manners, and conquere } by their vices whose do 
hed conquered, they soon bowed under the veilie ‘of tapatil 


acs a 
Yor, Vi, No, 28. 
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tyranny; and though there appeared afterward some sparks 0 ¢ 


ancient courage and love of liberty among them, when they 

took off Cresar himself, Caligula, Nero, and in the end rid Paid 
seives quite of that tyrannical stock of the Cxsars, yet because 
those sparks were kindled only in a few of the more noble 
souls, and the generality were sig and degenerate from 
their old virtue, such heroic minds as endeavoured could by no 
meals engage them to assert their hberty. — Marchamont 
Nedham.—The casc of the Commonwealth of England stated. 
1650. 


431. But should a Papisi’s interest prevail against his con- 
science, Why might he not take the oath of supremacy, and pro- 
fess the religion of the Church of England? How conld our 
hierachy, with all their temporal penalties, prevent it? Or how 

can they purge themselves from deists, atheists, heretics, schis- 

matics, and infidels? The design of all this cant, as commonly 
used aud applied to the good purpose of exterminating crror, 
and securing true religion by force, is so very evident, and the 
gloss so perfectly transparent, that as men can never talk of it, 
Without laughing in their sleeves, so [ wonder how they should 
help laughing out; yet such is the power of a natural, or an 
habitually-affe ted eravity, that a man by use may seem to be 
serious, while he is cutting another man’s “throat, or persuading 
him to cut his own. But to spoil this damned and damnable 
trade, I would here let the over-scrupulous and conscientious 
man into a secret, which is this: that al/ human creeds in mat- 
ters of divine faith, all state subscriptions to orthodox and 
true religion, are nothing but ecclesiastical tricks, and G 
spiritual hocus pocus to ¢ get meney, You ought to consider 
yourselves, therefore, Ww ith these men as in a state of war, and 
as having no more right to sour faith than to your property. 
Cne man comes up to you with a pistol pointed at your breast, 
and demands your money; another with a creed, to demand 
your faith, by which he means nothing but money : now as these 
are equally robbers, you ought to treat then both alike, and to 
stand upon your honour and ct mscience just as much with the 
one, as you would with the other, ‘The man who robs you of 
money on the high road, and demands all you have about you, 
may aftetwards beat and abuse you for mis-informing him and 
cheating him out of part of your own right: but ‘the faith 
robber can never treat you thus; give all that he demands, and 
let him prove that you have reserved any, or let him prove, if 
“i can, that you are not as honest.a man “and ‘i true a believer 
‘she. These ecclesiastical robbers alw ays thi uk that ether men 





— See 





— fee 
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‘ave some conscience, wien they have none themselves ; whereas 
ao man can be obliged, upon any principle of justice or 
morality, to treat them otherwise than as common enemies in 2 
state of war, i e., to treat them as they really are.—The 
Powers of the Hierarchy examined, &c. 1735, 


« 





432. But writing only did not satisfy the bile and rage of 
Parker,* whom, by his menaces, one would believe to be trans- 
ported beyond the rules of decency, order, or humanity :—for, 
{aman could be worked upon to make his wrath so ungovern- 
ible as to threaten to cut another’s throat, and leave the decla- 
ration in writing, 1 doubt no longer but the same passion would 
make the very hand perpetrate what it had written. However, 
when these controversies ran very high, Mr. Marvell met Dr. 

arker (who was at that time chaplain to the Bishop of Roches- 
ter) in one of the public streets of London, when the latter 
iudely attempted to take the wall of him, which Mr. Marvell 
wanting, placed kis foot and arm in such a manner, that the 
doctor fell into the kennel; end as the doctor lay sprawling in 
the dirt, he said to him with his usual pleasantry, ‘ Lie there for 
‘ason of a whore.’ The doctor complaining to the Bishop, 
his lordship desired that Mr. Marvell would be pleased to call 
upon him: when on the visit, Mr. Marvell asking his Grace the 
Occasion of it, he reproached him with abusive usage of his 
chaplain, but laid the emphasis on the foul language, and as. 
sured him that unless he made ample satisfaction, a prosecution 
Should take place, and he would see justice done Dr. Parker, 
Mr. Marvell replied, that bis chaplain was impudent to de- 
mand the wall of a Member of the House of Commons; and 
that he had only given him the reproachful name he had given 
himself. ‘ How does that appear?’ ‘ Have you not, my Lord 
‘ Bishop, such a book, which he hath lately written?” *£ Yes!’ 
* Please to produce it.’ ‘ There, my lord,’ says Marvell, ‘ look 
‘over that page of the preface!’ ‘Well, what of this 2 
‘Why, my lord, does he not say,’ “ He is a true son of his 
‘mother, the Church of England ?” * Well, and what of that?’ 
‘Read further on, my lord.” “ The Church of England.has 
‘spawned two bastards, the Presbyterians and Congrega- 
“tionals.” ‘« Ergo, my lord, he expressly declares that he is 


AE oe ee 





* Of Dr. Parker (afterwards Bishop of Oxford) Oldmixon says, 
‘ This apostate had a very good word trom Echard and others of 
his stamp, when abusing of Protestant Dissenters, till Marvell 
tashed even bis :umspudence out of countenance.’ 


N; 
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‘the son of a whore * You are very witty, indeed, My 


©‘ Marvell,’ replies the Bishop, ‘ but let me intreat you, in fu- 


. ture tinie, to shew more reverence to the cloth. '— Captain 
Edward Thompson. Life of Andrew Marvell, 1776. 


he er 


3» €©=10 thow and seek the House of Pravel ' 
fF to the woodlands wend, and there 
3n love iv nature see the trod of Love. 
The swei ling organ’s peal 
Wakes act my soul to zeal, 
Like the wild music of the wind-swept crove 
Phe gorgeous altar and the mystic vest, 
Rouze not such ardor in my breast— 
As where the noontide beam 
Flash’d from the broken stream, 
Quick vibrates on the dazzted sight; 
Or where the clond. meee ded. rai, 
Sweeps ia Shadows o @? the 


plain ; 
§ 


Or where reclining om the sift’ luge neigh 
i mark the billows burst in silver light. 
Mie S | 7 - 2 
Go thou and seek the House cf Prayer 
E to the woodlonds shall repair, 


~~ ry = rf 
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JO CHOU aia Seen tae House vf PEAYC! 
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I to the woodlands bend my way, 

And meet Keligion there. 
“he needs not haunt the bigh-arch’d mi —to pray, 
Where stoned windows dim the doubtful day ; ; 

With Liberty she loves to rove ; 
Wide oer the heathy hill or cow sup d dale, 

Or seek the shelter of the emb. WENDEL erOrvT, 
Or with the streamlet wind along the vale. 
Sweet are these scones to her, and when the nich? 
Pours in the north her silver streams of leht, ; 
She woos reflection im the silent gloom, 
And ponders on the world to come. 

Rodurt Southey, (mow £.4, 0. and Poet Laureate,) 

faems. 3797. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
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From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Fellow 
Bonze at Japan. 





ODD WAY OF G. TTING INTO GREATNESS !—KNIGHTS MA-= 
NUFACTURED BY MISTAKE!—AND CAUTION AGAINST. 
ACCIDENTAL ELEVATION, 


Respected yellow friend, 


Think not I have forgotten, because I have 
neglected thee. I have been too busy to be regular in 
ray correspondence with thee. Having become almost 
a denizen of England, in spite of libel laws, imprison- 
ments, gagging-bills, and the six acts of parliament, I 
cannot but take much interest in the proceedings of these 
strange people ; and where it seems to me, that my ex- 
perience in the ways of the world may benefit them, i 
cannot avoid giving them advice, though at. the peril of 
displeasing them, or even endangering myself. In this, 1 
am only putting in practice thy own counsels ; and if I 
am called upon to do an act of justice, thou wilt not 
blame me for neglecting one of ceremony. How often 
have I heard thee emphatically remark, men were born 
for one another, and not for themselves ; according to the 
principle established in the army of the most puissant 
Emperor of Japan, that no soldier shall take any care to 
prevent the blows aimed. at himself, but prevent those 
aimed at his comrades; thus giving to one man the guar- 
dianship of many, and rendering the individual more 
safe, by blending” his mterests with the iaterests of his 
surrounding fellow-soldiers. In ike manner, should f 
rejoice to see every man endeavouring to promote the in- 
terest of his neighbour, instead of Azs own; as by that 
means, his own would be the most effectually secured ; 
as each might have a dozen anxious for his advantage, 
instead of having that dozen to contend with for some 
petty personal. iaterest, lardly to be deemed an advan- 
tage, if secured, at the price which its security would 
cost in such a contest! Hence. T have contracted @ 
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habit, trom thy practice, of doing that which I think 
ought to be done, without calculating how it will ke re- 

ceived by those who think nothing is ever done without 
some expected advantage to the doer ; and who cannot 
conceive it possible that any thing, however necessary, 
or virtuous, could be done, which might lead the doer 
into the custody of the gaoler, or into the toils of the 
law. Thou wilt better appreciate my :avcurs, since thoy 
hast taught me, that he who has not /irse/f to reproach, 
fears neither the accusation of the advocate, nor the cen- 
sure of the judge!—that the thunders roll generally 
harialess over the heads of the innocent ; and that where 
the lightning 1s suffered to strike, it is only to remove 
into a better state of existence, one who has done his 
duty, and run his course, in this. The “ faver’d man, 
‘* by touch ethereal slain,” escapes the lingerinz decease, 
the painful turmoil, in which decrepitude closes the cares 
of existence. The ignorant may deem his death “ aw- 
** ful ;’—-but the philosopher knows, that death is the 
condition of life—that pangs, a thousand times more 
painful than the pangs of dissolution, are continually suf- 
fered without a murmur; and that he lives to the noblest 
end, who leaves his death an example that he understood 
What value to place on life. | 

A wit of this country wrote a grave Dissertation on 2. 
Broomstick !—and | liave been Je ed into one as grave by 
the buzzing of a nest of wasps. Couldst thou think: it 
possible, that thy litte friend, who has escaped unhurt - 
out of the hands of three Attorneys General, and of @ 
Judge, who said some three years ago. I had done * for 
** ever!” should have been snarled at by a set of — 


Animals one knows not what to call, 
Their generations’ so equivecal ! 


A set of things who have nothing hut their names, and 

their fud/ purses, or the purses that they want to Alf, | 
to recommend them to the castigation of the satirist :— 
a set of things not worth the whip-cord that would he put 
upon the whip te scourge them with! wenn thou be- 
lieve it possible, that in such a country could be found - 
euch aases'! fam certain thou canst tind uo parallel for 
thie fociery, in all the mumimeries of Miumbo Jumbo; 
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who, by the bye. is a much more creditable idol, than 
the idols of this nest of buzzing drones. I believe I call- 
ed them wasps. Heaven forgive me, for the misnomer.. 
They may have the waspish propensity to steal honey, 
though they prefer begging it; but for stengs—a large 
hine-bottle is mere formidable than ihe whole nest of 
Murrays, Sewells, &c. &e. Ke. &e. &e. Kc. Who are 
u 1eSE Murray s, and Sewells, thou wilt ask. ‘Marry, aad 

cannot tell thee w/o they are, although what thay are, 
r wil be unnecessery to tell any one who should say 
they were not fools! Murray and Sewell are the Aead- 
riere, and taitl-picce of a society to take care of Church 
and State! which it seems have grown into dotage in’ 
the care of the Bench of Bishops, and the disciples of 
the arch-tiend, Pitt :--and the Society of which the top 
and the tvi/ are here mentioned, have undertaken to be 
dry nurses! This is all f can tell thee of them ; and all 
i suppose thou wilt be desirous of knowing of such in- 
sects; who have neither reputation for talent, nor enough 
of novelty in their follies, to claim the merit of singula- — 
larity. f need not ask thy prayers, to save me from the 
impotent efforts of such things ; so have only to request 
thee to set them dow! nin thy catalogue as reptiles want- 
ing stings, when nature shall make a fresh distribution 
of her gifts 

This of myself may be enough. I have other news 

= will make thee laugh heartily at European dig- 
nity! Jn the Gazefte of the Sth inst, the following cu- 
rious notice was 4 a onige — 

* Canptron tlouse, Maw 4, 1821.-—The following is a copy of an order 
from nis Majesty to the Marquis of Winchester, Groom of the Stole, 
which, in obedience io his Majesty's commands, has been communicated 
by his Lordship to the Lords of his Majesty’s bed-chamber : — 

* The honour of Knighthood having, in two recent instances, been sur- 
reptitiously obtained at the levee, his Majesty, for the purpose of effeciu- 
ally guarding against all such disgraceful practices in future, has been 
pleased to direct, that heuceforth no person shall be presented to his Ma- 
gesty at the levee by the Lord in Waiting, to receive the honour of 


Knighthood, unless his Majesty's pleasure shall have been p eviously siz- 


wified, in writing, to the Lo: ‘din Waiting, by one of his Majesty’s Prin- 
cipal Secreiaries of State.’ 


This odd circumstance of to men stealing into 
Pt pty awakens a conjecture which may account 
for 
a 


all the follies. and oppressions of the ave. Perhaps, 
fter ail, many of 


~ — 


my greatest triends in both heusea,-: 








& 
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have stolen into their several “* dignities, “ surrepti- 
tiously;” and hold them as these two &nighés do their 
“ blushing honours,” in defiance of the power from 
which they so “.surrepditously” acquired them! There 
spe rg means of un-kaighting these men! They are 
knights, not by the grace, but the delusion of roy ally :— 
and yet royalty has no alternative. The knight is made: 
and the thing cannot be undone. We can “only lament 
that royally cannot see through imposture any better 
than other men. ‘There seems however, one great defi- 
ciency in this notice. The names of these surrephtious 
knights should have been mentioned. As the matter 
stands, all the knights made by the present King may he 
pointed at by different parties, as suspected as having 
"i surreptitiously” obtained their honours. This in- 
volves also a curious enquiry inte the mode how, or the 
reason achy, knights are made. One might: conjecture 
that the manufacture was in the ds Ayeand at midnight ; 
or how could the Silces. sieal tir, and run away “° sur 
reptitiously” with the honowr! The making may be 
profanely compared to a yame at blindman’s buff; where 
the firsé caught i isto be tne Aight! tis the reverse of the 
manufacture of fr ee-masons, where the noviciateis blinded 
—here the master of the ceremonies isin the dark. Sup- 
pose this not to be the case; we must suppose the King 
has been in the habit of conferring the order upon persons 
recommended to him, and not from any pe ‘rsonal know- 
ledge of their deserts! Then, it isclear, it is not the mo- 
narch, but the recommender, who confer rs the order: 
and the monarch only fulti!s the desire of Ais fr ag 
And his friends have put « trick upon hin! lor, 
surely will not be pretended that two fellows went to be 
knighted, with no other recommendation than their oven 
ampudence. At Japan, the sword would not merely 
have been Jaid across their shoulders, but would have se- 
vered their heads from them. | have heard of a Knight- 
hood being g forced upon a reverend gentleman by a bac- 
channalian prince; and I have heard of a modest 1: Lyor 
who declined the Aoner, as be saw all the little boys 
would laugh at him; bui {1 never before heard of au 
honor advertised as stolen! from the discernment of 
royalty ; and. J cannot help thinking it had been wise? 
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gutiey to have been silent on the matter; for whenever 
ny dignitary shall in future misconduct hivasel?, he will 
ce set down. as. having obtained his honors “ surrepteti~ 
ously! ”—in other words, of having stolen them! 
lt was before thought there were only three modes of 
becoming great. Shakespeare makes Malvolio sum them 
wa * Sume are born creat, some achieve greatness, and 
some have it fArust upon them.” The greatness of mani 
great people here, bas been accounted for in the daiter 
nays ws it was known they were not dcrn great, and 
seen that they never could have achieved greatness. “Thus 
it was supposed that greatness bad been thrust upon Old 
B--—, Derry Down, and the Doctor, besides the Dutch 
(imancier, and a long «catalogue of others. This adver- 
tisement of the . :toten honors awakens another idea ; anc 
miay redeem power from the charge of tovcsting great 
ess Upon those t7ho are so little able to bear it! They, 
| ta may have crept up ray back stairs, mw the dark, wee 
ceen ennobled | by rnristake | 
Phy fricnd and well--wisher, 
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A BKRARAMAT! A KARAMAT! 
ANGLICR, 
A MERACLE!—A MIRACLE? 


agp: + tave not ceased, The Bunk is paying in gold— 
ge ict —genume gold !—and you may have as much as you 


at 


retoe, a exe ange for any sort of notes! bioe long this will 
iast, Hts hot easy to cuess! bit it is certain that it cannot cOh- 
tine longs 20 that those Who want gold, and have notes to 


evchauge for it, aad better supply thearelves. The Bank re- 
ceived permession t ty pay its notes mm gold last week ; and at first 
abvecsiane> only to pay one pound notes in gold; but out of an 
extraordinary generosity, it has conumenced paying fives, ~ 
(cats, also in gold —whether out of drarado te Mr. Cobbett, 
hiali Buon sce. “Phts must have a teudeneyv to shake the peti 
childien of the old jady of ‘Mireaducedle Street, into the 
riekels! But that is nothing to us. Let us make hay while 
the sun shines, aud take the gold while it can be obtained, 
fhe country fulks who may be a» fond ef gold, as the people 
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of Loudon, are informed that though the country-banks are 
not obliged to give gold for tueir notes, they are obliged to 
xive Bank of England paper, which they can get cxchanged for 
gold at the Bank. ‘Phe best way 1s to inake sure, lest a“ pre. 
‘ rentive,’or ‘‘ parliamentary stoppage, should again take place, 
By good exertiven, about fer of the twelve millions said to be in 
the Bauk, may be got out inten days; and it will take some 
trouble to get if tn again, when it bs found out, that the people 
lke gold better than paper, which is the nature of the experi. 
ment now making. ‘The superiority of paper over gold isa fa- 
vourite phrase, with our optionists, and it is wished to persuade 
the pubhe mto tins vpinon ; for i wou'd be the same thing, if 
the Bank had no gold, if the public would vot have it, 
From the affectiou, however, which the public entertained 
for the last batch of sovereigus; we do not infer that thei 
loyalty is at all diminished ; and we think they will evince it 
by a continued demand of those precious likenesses of our 
gracious monarch. We de not choose to enjarge on the sub- 
ject; but merely advise all who must bave money, to get gold 
and silver; and what they can keep, to keep, in the full cer- 
tainty that it will be worth keeping, before long! It is quiteat 
the option of the Bank, to cease paying in gold, when at 
pleases: and it will step the drain on its coffers, as soon as it 
begins to exhaust them too deeply. We question whether it 
will pay the five pound notes in sovereigns throughout this 
week; but we hope it will, that our country friends may get 
served. 


eS ee ——S 5 ote —-- a 
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PROPOSALS FOR PUBLISHING 
m™N A 
PRETTY LITTLE BOOK, 
(Price Two-pence ) 
4 FULL, TRUE, 4ND PARTICULAR ACCOUNT, 


OF THE 
LIFE, PARENTAGE, AND EDUCATION, 
OF THE 


Members of the Bridge-street Consprracu against 
The Press. 

' He that i without sim adiungs! 

Ik has heen suppested te oth Editor, that such a 
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taining such informatien relative to these enemies of the press, 
and libellers of their country, as may explain their particular 
qualifications for their assumed guardianship of Charch and 
State. The following list of the subscribers, as published by 
the society, is therefore printed, with a request that our readers 
will peruse it carefully, in order to ascertain whether any of the 
parties, whether Iadies or lords, zentles, or simples, are known 
tothem ; and to beg they will forward to the Editor any such 
information as they may be possessed of respecting them, whe- 
ther good, bad, or indifferent, that it may be faithfully re- 
corded, for the information of the present age, and the editica- 
tion of posterity. ‘This information must necessarily include 
such notices of their characters, as may mark ont their fitness 
for their present pursuits —their “respect for our holy religion,” 
and their attachment to our “ glorious constitution.” Private 
characters they cannot plead in bar of censure; for they have 
come abroad into the world, as public censors of vece and im- 
morality! If, therefore, there be among them gamblers, 
adulterers, pensioners, sinecurists, simontsts, fornicators, 
gluttons, drunkards, defranders of widows and orphans, 
public plunderers, ministerial minions, conceited coxcombs, or 
absolute asses ;—itis fitting the public should be instructed 
upon these points, that the association may receive its due esti- 
ination in the public mind. 

The Society is either ashamed of its objects, or its members ; 
for on the application of the Editor yesterday fora list of the 
members in order to chronicle them officially, the Secretary 
said he did not like to give such list; but as the committee were 
about to hold one of its sittings, he would lay the application 
before it. No answer however was returned; and we were 
obliged to get at the list through another medium, that we 
might obtain justice for these modest things, who “ do good 
by stealth, aud blush to tind it fame!” 


Specimen of the intended publication. 


P mcervene ——--—~ :—formerly a small timber merchant, near~——. He 
failed, and paid hardly any dividend, Good luck brought him more 
money; and somebody got him a place in the tar-office. Patronage 
got him appointed secretary to the — office, in . He 
is now rich; but his creditors never received anything but the divi 
dend on the Bankrupts’ estate. He has a daughter; perhaps some one 
will tell us who he married. 
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List of Subscribers. 


Aboyne, Barl of 

Alilesbury, Earl of 
Aylesford, Kari of 
Aisherst, Lord 

Arundel, Dowager Lady 
Ackland, Sir T. D., Bt. M. P. 
Affleck, Lieut. Gen. Sir Jas. 
Agutter, Rev. William 
Allen, Arthur C., sq. 
Anderson, Rev. Thomas 
Angerstein, John Julias, Esq. 
Anguist, Rev. George 
Annand, Alexander, Esq. 
Arnold, J. A. LL. D. 
Askers, A., Esq, 

Astle, Miss 

Astley, J. D., Esq. M.P. 
‘Astley, Rev. Francis 
Atkins, John, Esq, Ald. 
Atkinson, Jasper, Esq. 
Aubertin, Rey. Peter 
Auriol, J. P., Esq. 
Austwick, Launcelot, Esq. 
Austwick, Miss 


Bucc leugh, Duchess of 
Bridgewater, Karl of 
Brownlow, Barl of 
Bridport, Viscountess 
Bolton, Lord 
Brownlow, Dowager Lady 
Bridport, Dowager Lady 
Rabington, Wm., Esq. 
Bainbridge, Thomas, Esq. 
Barber, Edward, Ese. 
Baring, Sir Thos., M-P. 
Batt, J. T., Fsq. 
Beaumont, Sir:George, Bart. 
Beaumont, » Esq. 
Behrens, Kev. R. 
Beresford, Rear-Admiral Sir J.P., 
Bart., M.P. 
Beresford, Rev. Gilbert 
Bernard, ‘I’. F , Esq. 
Bertie, Adiniral Sir Thomas 
Bicknell, Charles, Esq. 
Blackwood, J., Esq. 
Bligh, Admiral sic R, KR. 





Bliss, Dr. 


Bosanauet, Samuel, Esq. 


‘Bowdler, Thomas, Esq. 


Boys, Rev. Thomas, A.M, 
Bradaey, Joseph, Esq. 
Bramston, T.G., Esq. 
Brook, Richard, Bsq. 
Brooks, T., Esq. 

Brough, A., Esq. 

Rrown, Colonel 
Browne, Peter, Fsq., M.P. 
Brickfield, John, Esq. 
* Brunswick and True Blue,” 
Editor of 

Bullock, Henry, Esq. 
Burchett, George, Esq. 
Burge, J. H., Esq. 
Burgman, Sir George 
Kurkett; Thomas, Esq. 
Burnaby, 5. B., LL.D. 
Burreil, J. P., Esq. 

surrell, W.P,, Esq. 

Burrell, William, Esq. 


Cardigan, Karl of 

Curzon, Viscount 

Carlisle, Bishop of 

‘Chester, Bishop of 
Combermere, Lord 
Caldecott, John, Ese. 
Calthorp, Rev. John 
Canterbury, Dean of 
Cardale, William, Esq, 
Carpenter, D. Esq. 

Carr, Sir Henry 

Carr, Lady 

Carroll, George, Esq. 
Cartwright, W. Kt. Esq. M. P. 
Cartwright, General William 
Cattley, Stephen, Esq. 
Champagne, Rev. George 
Chapman, Abel, sq. 
Cheere, Charles M., Esq. 
Cholmeley, Sir M., B. T., M. P. 
Christian, Captain, R. N. 
Christian, Edward, Esq. 
Clarke, Rev. Dr. T. Brooke 
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Clarke, Longueville, Esq. 
Clarke, Wm., Esq. 

Coglan, Rev. Dr. 

Coleridge, Rev. W. H. 
-Coilett, Robert, Esq- 

Collins, Thomas, Esq. 
Comber, the Rev. Thomas 
Compton, H. C., Esq. 
Conway, Esq. 

Cooke, T. Valentine, Esq. 
Cooper, Rev. W. 

Cotterel, Amel, Fisq. 

Cotton, Joseph, Esq. 

Cox, Mrs. E. 

Crocker, Jonathan, Eag. 
Crofts, Reve J. 

Croly, Rev. George 
Cumming, George, Esq. M‘P. 
‘Cumming, James, Bsq. 
Cunningham, Sir W. F., M°P. 
Cunningham, Commis. Navy 
Curtcis, Win., Esq. 

Curtis, Sir W., Bart.. Ald., M.P. 
Curtis, T. A., Esq. 

Curtis, Win., Esq. jun. 

Cust, Hoa. Wm., M.-P. - 
Cust, the Hon. P. F., M.P. 
Cust, Hon. Capt. E., M.P. 
Cust, the Hon. Bisses 





Dartmouth, Earl of 

Denbigh, Barl of 

“Eurham, Hon. and Right Rev. 
Bishop of 


Dalrymple, Maj.-Gen. Sir J. P., 


Bart. 
‘Davies, Peter, Esq. 
Davis, Mrs. 
Daubeny, Lieut.-Colonel H. 
‘Dawkins, James, Esq., M P. 
De ‘a Chaumette, L. A., Esq. 
Dent, W., Ksq. 
Dering, J. Cholmley, Esq. 
Desborough, H. J., Esq. 
Dickens, Mrs. General 
Digby, Wriothesly, Esq. 
Digby, Rev. Charles 
Digby, Rev. Noel 
Dobbs, Henry, Esq. 
Dottin, Abel Rous, Fisq. 
Doyle, Major-Gen. Sir Charles 
Drummoud, A. B., Hisq. 
uckett, George, Esa. 


‘Fortescue, Jobn, E 
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Dugdale, Dugd. §,, Esq. M.P. 


P.xeter, Marquis of 

Exeter, Marchioness of 
Ely, Bishop of 
Fdwards, T., Esq., LL.D. 
Ely, the Dean of 

Elliott, Robert, Esq. 
Elliott, Lieut*Col., W.V.€. 
Elliott, Mrs. 


‘Eton, Provost of 


Evelyn, Alexander, Esq. 


‘Farquhar, James, Esq. 
‘Farquhar, Robert, Esq. 


Francis, H., Esq. 

Finch, Hon. Daniel 
Fitzhugh, » Esq. 
Fleming, John, Esq., M. P. 
Fletcher, Matthew, Esq. 





‘Flower, Sir Charles, Bt., Alii. 


Fludyer, ——, Esq. 
Forssteen, Willian, Esq. 


Fowke, Sir Frederick G., Bt. 


‘Fowler, D. B., Esq. 


Fryer, Colonel 
Fuller, John, Esq. 


‘Fuller, R. aud G. Esqs., atid Co. 


Fuller, W., Esq. 
Fuiton, Henry, Esq. 
Fyamere, Thomas, Esq. 


Gaitskell, Thomas, Esq. 
Gaitskill, Wm. Esq. 
Garratt, Sir George 
Gilbertson, Matthias, Esty. 


‘Glover, Richard, Esq. 


Glyn, R. P., Esq. 


‘Goddard, Ambrose, Beq. 


Golightly, Miss 


Gordon, James Esq. 


Gosling, Wm., Esq. 
Gould, Rev. Joseph 


‘Gould, Nathaniel, Esq. 


Gould, Thomas, Esq. 
Groom, William, Esq. 
Groombridge, Stephen, Bag. 
Guest, J, V., Esq. ; 


Hertford, Marquis of 
Hackett, P., Esq., M.D. 
Hale, Rev. W. H. 
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Hall, John, Esq, 

Halliday, George, Esq. 
Halliday, Simon, Esq, 
Halliday, Rev. Walter 
Hainilton, Archibald, Esq. 
Hammond, Anthony, Esq. 
Hankey, Thomson, Esq. 
Hargreave, Oliver, Esq. 
Harrison, Rev. T. B. 
Harrison, Thomas, Esg 
Harvey, Charles, Eyxq., M.V, 
Harvey, John, Ksq. 
Hastings, Charles, Esq. 
Hatch, Qliver, Ksg. 
Hatton, Miss K. A, 
Hatton, Miss F. 

Hawker, Joseph, Esa. 


Heathcote, Sir Thoinas, Bart. 


Hedges, Francis, Esq. 
Henry, Veter, Usq. 
Helling, E., Esq. 

Helps, Thomas, Esq, 
Hereford, the Dean of 
Hervey, P., Esq. 

Hoare, Henry, Esq. 
Hodson, Rev. S. 

Hollier, William, Esq. 
Hollis, George, Esq. 
Hook, Rev. Archdeacon 
Horsey, William, Esq. seu. 
Horsey, Willian, Esq, jun. 
Howell, John, Esq. 
Hughes, J. Esq. 

Hughes, Rev. Dr. 
Hughes, Mrs. 

Hulton, Henry, Esq. 
Hulton, William, Esq. 
Hume, Sir Abraham, Bart. 
Hustler, Rev. James D. 
Hutchon, Thomas, Esq. 


ibbetson, Sir Henry C., Bart. 
ibbetsou, H. Esq. 

Ibbetson, Mrs. 

Ince, Daniel, Esq. 

Inglis, Sir Robert H., Bart. 
Innes, James, Esq. 

Ireland, W. C., Esq, 

Isham, Rev. C. EB. 


Jacks, James, Esq. 
Jackson, George, Esq. 


Jackson, James, Bag. 

Jackson, Thomas, Esq. 

Jeffrey, George, Ksq. 

Jerdon, Wm., Esq. 

Johnson, Rev. M., D.D. 
Johnston, Tho. and Robt., Eisgs. 
Jones, G., Esq. 

Jones, Mrs. 


Keats, Yice-Adm. Sir R. G, 
Keene, Benjamin, Esq, 
Kemble, Kdw., Esq. 
Kemble, Henry, Esq. 
Kilner, Joseph, Esq. 

Kivg, Thos. and Wan, Esqa. 
King, Joho, Esq. 

Kitson, John, Ksq. 

Koight, F., Esq. 


Leeds, Duchess Dowages 
Lothian, Marquis ot 
Llandaff, Bishop of 
Lainbert, William, Esq, 
Langton, Samuel, Esq. 
Leake, Lieut. Col. 

Lee, Kdward, Esq. 

Lee, Jahn, LL. D. 

Leete, R., Esq. 

Lethbridge, Sir T.B., Bt. M, P. 
Letts, John, Esq. 

Lettsom, W. N. Esq. 

Ley, James Sinith, Esq. 
Linton, Rev. J. 

Little, Woodcock, and Sor 
Loveden, E. Loveden, Esq. 
Lowndes, Rev. T. . 
Lowther, Jobn, Esq. 

Loyd, Lewis, Esq. 

Loyd, Sir J. Esq. M. P. 


Manvers, Earl 

Mount Edgecumbe, Earl of 
Montague, Lord 

Mace, Charles, Esq. 
Maitland, Ebenezer, Bay. 
Maitland, General F. 
Maitland, Miss M. 
Malcolm, Capt. R.N. 
Manning, William, Esq. 
Mansel, Rev. Wm. Frederick 
Mansfield, J. Esq. M. P. 
Marrivit, Geo. W., Bso. 





Marsh, Reeve, and Co, 
Marsham, Mrs. P. J. 
Martin, Sir H. W., Bart. 
Martino, Josiah, Faq. 
Mason, Mrs. 

Masterman, John, Esa. 
Mavor, William LL.D. 
Maxwell, Mrs. 

Mellish, William, Esq. 
Meuzies John, Esq. 
Merewether, H, A., Eq. 
Methuen, Mrs. 

Melville, A. H., Esq, 
Millington, Robert, Esq. 
Mills, Charles, Esq. M. P. 
Milward, Edward, Esq, 
Moises, Rev. Hugh 
Monkland, George, Esq. 
Moody, Mrs. Sadleir 
Moore, Rev. George 
Morison, Thomas, Esq. 
Morland, Sir S. B., Bart, M. P. 
Morland, F, B., Esq. 
Morris, Dr. 

Morrison, Rev. Thomas H. 
Mortlock, W.. Esq. 
Moubray, George, Esq. 
Moysey, Abel, Esq. 
Mundy, E. M., Esq., M. P. 
Mure, James, Esq. 
Murray, Charles, Esq. 
Murray, Mrs. 

Murray, C.K. Esq. 
Murray, James, A., Esq. 
Murray, Thos. B., Esq. - 
Muskett, George A., Esq. 


Newcastle, Duke of 
Normanton, Dowager Countess 
Nickson, Rev. William 
Nimbhard, B: B., Esq. 

Norris, Rev. H. H. 

Nottidge, W., Esq. 


O’Brien, Lord Edward 

Qakes, Lieutenant-General 
Hildebrand, Bart. 

Oakley, Richard, Esq. 

Oddie, H. H. Esq. 

Ogles, the Misses 

Osgoode, William, Esq. 

Ourtpal, D. A., Esq. 


Sir 


Til 


Pembroke, Earl of 
Peterborough, Bishop of 
Page, Samuel Flood, Esq. 
Palairet, J. G., Esq. 

Palmer, Sir Charles T., Bart, 
Palmer, William, Esq. 

Parke, Rev. Gilbert 

Parke, Thomas, Ksq. 

Parke, Miss 

Payn, James, Esq: 

Peachey, Major-Gen. William 
Pearse, Brice, Esq. 

Pearse, John, Esq. M. P. 
Peucy, George, Esq. 

Pepys, John, Esq. 

Pepys, W. H., Esq. 

Pickles, Rev. Jos. 

Plummer, J., Esq., M. P. 
Popham, Lieut. General, E. L. 
Pounsett, Henry, Esq. 
Pounsett, William, Esq. 
Pownall, Sir George 
Poynder, J., Esq. 

Poynder, Thomas, Esq. 
Poynder, E. and S., Esqs. 
Praed, William, Esq., and Cv, 
Price, Rev. M. 

Price, Samuel Grove, Esq. 
Prosser, John, Esq. 

Pusey, Honourable Philip 


Rutland, Duke of 

Radstock, Admiral Lord 

Radstock, Lady 

Rivers, Lord 

Rainier, Captain P., R.N. 

Ranking, Joseph, Esq. 

Rawson, J., W., and C., Esqs, 

Ray, Richard, Esq. 

Reed, Archibald, Esq. 

Reeves, John, Esq. 

Reynardson, Major-General T. 
Birch 

Reynolds, Henry Revell, Esq. 

Rice, Hon. and Rev. Dr. 

Richardson, William, Esq. | 

Robarts, A., Esq. | 

Roberts, Rev. Richard 

Rogers, Rev. T. M. 

Romney, W. K. 

Ross, Colonel Ls 

Rothwell, Richard, Esq., Ald: 
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Rothwell, Thos. Dutton, Esq. 
Round, John, Esq. 

‘Row, William, sen., Esq. 
Russell, Rt. Hon. Sir H., Bart. 
Russell, J. Watts, Esq. M. P. 
‘Russell, Mrs. 


Salisbury, Bishop of 

St. David’s, Bishop of 
Selsey, Lord 

Seymour, Lord Robert 
“si same Colonel 

Salt, ‘J. S8., Esq; 

Sawyer, Charles, Egq. 
‘Sayer, Benjamin, Esq. 
‘Sayer, Charles, Esq. 

Scott, Vice Admiral 

Scott, Mrs. 

Seaman, Richard, Eaq. 
Sewell, Sir John, Kot. LL. D. 
Sharp, J. B., Esq. 

Sharp, Mrs. 

Sharpe, Rev. Lancelot 
Shedden, George, Esq. 
Shedden, Robert, Esq. 
Sheffield Sir Robert, Bart. 
Sherborne, Robert, Esq. 
Sikes, Henry, Est. 

Sikes, Rev, Thoinas 

Sikes, W., Esq. 
Singleton, ——, Esq. 
Skerritt, Mrs. General be 
Smith, Christ., Esq., Ald., M.P. 
Smith, John, Esq. 

Smith, Joshua S., Esq. 
Smith, Thomas, Esq. 

Smith, Thomas, Esq. 

Smith, Thomas, jun., Esq. 
Sncyde, Nathaniel, Bsq., M. P. 
Srodgrass, Thomas, Fisq. 
Sparks, Robert Harry, Esq. 
Spencer, Capt. H. H., R. N. 
Spencer, Knight, Esq. 
Stephen, George, Esq. 
Sterry. A., Esq. 

Ste:ry, S. H., Esq. 

Stoddart, John, LL.D. 
Stonestreet, Rev. G. G. 
Storey, Willian, Esq. 
Stratton, Geo. Fred., Esq. 
Strickland, Walter, Esq, 
Sutton, Robert, Esq, 

Sykes, Godfrey, Esq. 
Teigmouuth, Lord 
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Taylor, G. Watson, Esq., M. P. 
Tharp, John, Esq. 
Thomas Sir George, Bart, 
Thomas, Rev. Vaughan 
Thomas, Wm., Esq. 
Trevor, Right Hon. Jobn 
Turton, John, Esq, 
Turton, Wm., Esq. 
Tweedale, ——— Esq. 
Twining, R., Esq. | 
Twopevy, Nowell, Fisq. 

‘T wopeny, Rev. Richard 


Vivian, Major J.,R. A. 


Wellington, Duke of 
Winchelsea, Ear! of 
Walsingham, Lord 
Williams, Lady Hamlyn 
Waterloo Club (Norwich) 
Walcot, Wm., Esq. 


‘Wallis, Dr. 


Ward, George, Esq. 


‘Ward, Henry, Esq. 


Watkins, Rev. T. 
Watson, Sir Charles, Bart. 


‘Watson, Joshua, Esq. 


Webb, Frederick, Esq. 
Welch, A.D., Esq. 

Wells, John, Esq. M.P. 
Wells, Rev. John 
Westminster, Dean of 
Whalley, Frederick, Esq. 
Whateley, Juhn, Esq. 
White, Rev- Dr. 

White, Henry, Esq. 
Whitshed, Admiral Sir J. H. 
Wigram, Sir Robt., Bart. M.P. 
Wilbraham, E, B., Esq., M.P. 
Wild, John, Esq. 

Williams, Vice-Adin. Sir Thos. 
Williams, Lieut.-Col. 

Wintle, Rev. Thomas 

Wise, Rev. W., D.D. 

Wix, William, Esq, 
Wollaston, C. B., Esq. 
Wollaston, G. H., Rsq- 
Woodburn, H, Esq. 
Woodhead, J., Esq, 
Wrench, Rev. J. G. 

Wrench, T. G., Esq. 


Yonge, Rev. Duke 
Young, Admiral Sir Wr. 
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MORE TRICKERY ! PROPOSED ATTACK ON THE POOR’S, 
RATE. 





We are extremely sorry that the wretched expedients of which the 
atch-work of our system is composed should receive any addition 
at the hands of Mr. Scarlett, who has brought in a bill to attack the 
claims of indigence upon the superflux of the wealthy, and the 
assistance of its more fortunate members, All such odious and un- 
just measures should be left to the professed supporters of the mi- 
nistry; and we cannot disguise our doubts that some treaty 1s on 
foot between them, and such pasties as volunteer in their service 
what they dare not. perform for themselves. The poor-laws have 
been an object of their attention for some time. ‘Fhey have been 
feeling the pulse of the public on that subject in various ways. 
but have never been able to venture on the odium of any attack 
upon them. Yet now comes forward Mr. Szarlett, and proposes 
as a means of relieving the country, to remove the legal obliga- 
tion of supporting those who cannot support themselves. Mr. 
Scarlett must k»ow that if is not the poor laws which have pro- 
duced the misery. There was.a period of some two hundred years 
from their enactment, in which no evil was felt from them. They 
were progressive with the encrease of the population, it ts true; 
but that progression was not beyond the progressive increase of the 
means to discharge the obligation. It is nonsense to talk of a 
disposition to idleness. There is no such disposition ; and it would 
he universally scouted, wherever it appeared, If lavour could be 
obtained, and. parties were equal to the task of labour, the poor’s 
rates would be so far repealed. They do not impose the necessity 
of assisting those who can assist themselves; and Mr. Scarlett is 
aware of the laws for the punishment of sturdy beggars! which. 
it is unfortunate have not a more extensive application in the 
higher classes. The poor laws are founded on the commonest 
principles of justice. They have about them all the absurdity 
that almost universally attaches to English statute-law ; and may 
be susceptible of much amelioration in their practice ; but sub- 
stantially they are just, and absolutely necessary :—nor had their 


burthen ever been felt, had not the destructive progress of a bad. 


system driven the poor upon resource: to which they never would 
have thought of having recourse. Mr. Scarlett sets out upon a 
most erroneous basis, when he dates the necessity of his measure 
from the statement “ that by the ** law, or practice of the coun- 
try there is an unlimited “* provision for the poor!” So far is this 
from the fact, that instead of an unlimited provision, there is the 
most scanty provision imaginable made for them, not by the law, 
but by the practice. Setting aside some few, some very few ex- 
ceptions, the provision made for the poor is settled in this mode. 
It is calculated upon how Jittle, of the coarsest food, it is possible 
for human nature to exist upon :—and this is weighed out with the 
most scrupulous attention to ounces, to the parties, who are gaid 
by Mr. Scarlett to prefer a life of idleness ~and of course neacly 
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of starvation, to that exercise which ought to procure the ueces- 
sariesof life. If ke will take tbe trouble to enquire, he will find 
the poor farmed out, aa it is called, at three shillings per head, @ 
week, to persons who continue te make a pregé upon the allow. 
ance of sixpence 2 day for the miserable beings, who have this un- 
imitcd provision made for them by the law! A stalesmas Gught to 
Ye ashamed of lending himself to such fallacies: If he wall ene 
quire of the poor creatures who can scarcely crawl, whether they 
bad not rather leave these parish receptacles, even if they ceuld 
secure the same miserable pittance on which they ere compell- 
ed to subsist there, he will find them gladly embrace the offer 
of escaping the controul of those who treat them as slaves, without 
viving them even the subsistence of siaves. A cart-horse weekly 
consumes more than is allotted to two human betngs, who are driven 
to what Mr. Scarlett calls the unkmited provision of the law! - In 
many instances, in agricultural districts, those who live on this 
unlimited provision, are sent out to labour, at @minished prices, 
which still pay the parish about twice as much as the parties cost 
them :«—so that wherever labour can be provided, the parishes are 
not losers; and it is only where society cannot furnish fabour, 
that it is called upon to maintain the labourer. leis true the law 
does not dimil the number who are to be assisted. But how could. 
it produce this effect? Could tt say that a parish should only re- 
heve fifty, or a hundred persons, and then turn the surplus out upon 
the moors, or highways to perish, or to rov? Society only con- 
sults its own interests, when it is enabled to provide the most hi- 
berally for all. If the poor laws did, as Mr. Scarlett most preposte- 
rously says, give ** @ premium for poverty ; (though he would . 
not be likely to court the poverty for such a premium) to repeat 
the poor laws would be to give the premium of existevce to crimes 
for, in spite of all reasoning, the poor will live; and if society - 
drive them intoa warfare upon its surplus property, they will nee 
be content with the very ditt/e upon which they now subsist. * 1f 
the food will not come to the mouth, the mouth will go to the 
food ;” and no human laws can deter men from following the first 
law of nature, ‘The poor laws are not charitics. Society, that 
demands the life of every man, if necessary in its defence, aod | 
which compels the poor to risk their lives in defence of the 
rich, owes, in retucn to all, ether the means of living by labour, 
os the right of being subsisted by others. : 

Itis absolute nonsense to tall about the encrease of the poor . 
rates, asan evil, when itcan be shewn to a demonstration, that | 
the consumption of the poor has diminished in most cases ore halt, 
and in many instances to a greater extent. The very calculations: 
Me. Scarlett sutroduced might have shewn him, as they must shew 
every body else, that it isthe generad system of taxatiun, which ts 
the graud pillazer of the poor, which has swelled the poor rates. 
to their enormous amount; while the poor, so muintained, iastead 
of maintaining themselves, do not receive ane baif as puch, 3%. 
they did, whes the poor rates were al the lowest ebb. 

In the tisenty-siz years from 1750 to 1776, the poor’s rates ta- - 
creased nearly one million, The next seven years drought ap ea- 
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crease of half a million, which was ina two-fold proportion; but 
this encrease was not owing to the laws, but tothe incipient pressure 
of the system, which now ‘developed itself in so mischievous a de- 
gree. In the following seven years, the encrease amounted to a 
mi‘Hon, or weston ina four-fold ratio. The American War bad 
sntervened ; and the Borou; ghmongering faction had begun to be: 
more rapacious , and more extravagant iv its expenditure, that its - 

rapacity might be disguised. Since then we bave had an encrease 
of two millions in ten years! Who that has eyes must nat perceive 
that if the evil lay in the poor laws, that evil could not have lain 

lormant so long—that the evil would have kept some consistency 
im ite progress, ‘and have been remedied long before ! 

The fact is, that when a state ia in difficulties, it is aiways to 
Ae poor that policy turns for relief. The salaries of our ~~ officers 
of state must not be touched—they are sacred rights! Our great 
public pensioned-paupers must not be questioncd—they have vested 
interests !—All the extravazance of the government must be held 
in reverence. lt is only the poor that can be touched, because 
they cannot ‘return the blow, or resist the oppression, In this i in- 
stance, the proposal is to enable the second class of paupers, called 
the mtda’e classes, to pay the demands of the state a dittle longer, 
by refusing bread and water to those who are content with that, in 
the inability to provide better for themselves ! 

What Mr. Scarlett proposes is utterly unintelligible in its pro- 
posed objects. His first measure is a law to dectare that the assess- 
rraents of the las¢ year are ali that shail be paidin fature—that is, 
that the poor’s rate shai] not in future be encreased. Should not 
this honorable and learned man have first brought ina bill, to 
enact that misery and distress shall not encrease !—that there shall 
be no more suffering in avy future year, than in the past !—that 
the system shall suspend its banefus operations ;—and that tbe 
public shall not lose any of its present means of defraying the ex- 
pense ;—since it is plain thatin a few years, the paymect of the 
present rates, will be as difficult as the payment of much higher 
would be now; asthe decay of commerce is progressive, aud to 
Jininish the means of contributing would be the same, as to én- 
crease the demand. Should there not be other bills introduced as 
preliminaries—-bills to prevent any future allowances to the higher 
class of paspers, who can subsist upon what they hawpoabhll to 
prevent any incidental charges beyond what is voted for specific 
purposes !—in short tanumeradle bills upon the same principle, but 
affecting very different persons! Otherwise, how is the measure 
to apply. A mintoum is already established ; and those who re. 
ceive parochial assistance do net obtain more than the bare meaus 
of keeping body and soul together. Establish this maximum, and 
if the poor crcrease, witich THEY WILL DU, while the system is jn 
operation; and you begin to cou dema them to famine. Now, are 
they to be decimated; ar nd if they encrease by a tenth, are the tenth 
portion of them to be starved oubright, or are ihe bare necessaries 
of all to be divided still farther emongst the greater number; es 
that allare to be pinched a little, and auitte, uotid exhaustion 
sinks the mass into acemroon grave! it will be said Mr. Scarlett 
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does not intend this. Weare aware of it. He only. intends {o. 
patch up a bad system a little longer, io the hope that it may, last, 
his time :~and it is to these paltry expedients we object, because 
they mast lead through enctreasing vice and misery to a dreadful | 
convulsion, in which all existing interests will find the same dread- 
fol termination. 

The second measure proposed by Mr. Scarlett is so monstrous, 
that we are at a loss to conceive how be could venture to pro. 
pound it in a modern legislature. It is a no less horrible proposi- 
tion, than to “ PREVENT PAROCHIAL assisrance where the parties . 
** merely ground their claim upon being unaBLe 70 PROCURE 
work!!!" We can hardly bring ourselves to comment upon sv 
barbasons an enactment! What! Society—which tears a man 
from his work—forces him from his family—compels him to crimson 
the land, and the wave, with his blnod, in defence of its complex . 
interests, of which he has no personal care, or knowledge—that. 
Jashes him to a duty it imposes without his consent—that condemns . 
him to the halbert, to be scourged to death—or to the scaffold as a. 
traitor, if he desert that duty !—that would send him to a gaol, if 
he veniured to touch a loaf of bread in his extveme hunger—that, 
would drive him from the barren heath, cs an intruder, if he. 
offered to supply his necessities by an attempt to raise his own. 
subsistence! that erects a thousand barriers against personal in- 
dustry, while it makes a property of ali personal exertions.—Is 
it to be borne that, while it claims this, it shall deny a crust 
of bread, to those whom itself prevents from obtaining it? If 
this be legislation, and civilization, give us we say, the trackless . 
desert, the tangled forest, and the barten mountain, fur our resi- 
dence—the wild beasts fur fellow commoners. If the want of. 
work were the plea of idleness—if it were not a notorious fact that, 
thousands cannot obtain employment—still it would be mon- 
strously unjust; for inability to procure labour, however inciden- 
tal such a circumstance might be, furnishes a stronger ground for 
immediate and temporary relief, than either age or infirmity. The, 
aged and infirm have generally frieads on whom they might de- 
pend for sympathy and some little assistance. The common feel- 
ings of humanity so strongly in their favor, that they need no. 
laws for their own support. Their wants are known, and their, 
necessities uaderstoud ; but the labourer —who is suddenly thrown | 
out of employ, whose family are stunning bis ears with demands he 
cap no longer supply—to be told he has no claim even for a 
morsel of bread—to be spurned by the stranger as an imposter, 
because he is able to work, though he can find none—and to be 
repelled by the parish-officer because the law entitles him to no re- 
lief \—The picture is so dreadful, that we feel confident Mr. Scarlett 
will refuse to fill up the outline of such a tale of wee. 
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